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MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR JANUARY 7, 2022  

 
 
 

Happy New Year!  

The City held its biennial swearing-in 

ceremony for the incoming City Council 

members on Monday, Jan. 3. Under the 

current City statute, elected officials are 

required to take the oath of office in person. 

In planning the event, we prioritized the 

health and safety of everyone at City Hall 

and our community by wearing masks and 

practicing social distancing. 

I administered the oath of office to Vice 

Mayor Grendel, who swore in re-elected 

City Council members Tom Narduzzi, 

James Trakas, Dale Veverka and 

Christopher Walchanowicz, and newly 

elected members John DiGeronimo, and Anthony Togliatti (pictured above). Debi Beal 

was also sworn in as Clerk of Council, a position she has held since 2012. Pastor Michele 

Thompson of Rockside Church delivered the opening prayer.  

I am looking forward to working with City Council to make Independence an even better 

place to live, work, and raise a family. I know the best is yet to come for our community. 

Last month City Council unanimously approved an ordinance amending 

the schedule for regular City Council meetings. City Council meetings will be 

held on the second Tuesday of each month, preceded by an open-to-the-public Caucus 

meeting at 5:30 PM. However, under the new ordinance, City Council meetings will 

commence immediately after the Caucus, not at the set time of 7 PM, which was 

previously the case under the old ordinance.  
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Over the past two years, technology has allowed the City to hold virtual meetings which 

protected everyone’s health, accommodated robust discussions, and allowed residents 

and other stakeholders to participate.  

The first City Council meeting of 2022 will be a virtual meeting on Tuesday, 

January 11, 2022, starting with the Caucus at 5:30 PM. Please  click here to join the 

Zoom meeting  

COVID-19 

Two years into the pandemic, COVID vaccines are readily 

available, but tests are not. The overall rate of deaths 

from the coronavirus has declined since vaccines became 

available. However, new cases in Ohio have surged. 

Currently, Cuyahoga County has the most COVID cases 

in the state.  

Adding to everyone’s misery is the fact that the highly contagious Omicron variant and 

significant numbers of breakthrough cases have created gaping staffing shortages at 

hospitals, schools, restaurants, and other businesses.  

All City employees are required to wear a mask when indoors and when they cannot 

social distance. I strongly urge everyone who visits City Hall, the Civic Center, or any 

other buildings on campus to mask up! 

Remember, people can be infected and be asymptomatic.  

When you mask up, you are protecting yourself and reducing the chances that the City 

could become understaffed because employees who test positive would need to stay 

home and isolate.   

 

Top Golf Fundraiser 

Due to the pandemic, the Kiwanis Club of 

Independence has canceled the Top Golf Outing 

originally scheduled for March 20, 2022.  

They hope to reschedule the fundraiser for Providence House, Inc., a crisis care nursery, 

at a safer time. Donations may be made directly to Providence House.   

For more information, contact John at 216-401-0197 or email 

kiwanisgolf2022@gmail.com 

2021 Audit  

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_87_8Yl5sTkeOEpn5tMKh0w
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Jnet2Y-KRdCFBFO9QtHPrg
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Jnet2Y-KRdCFBFO9QtHPrg
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fclick.icptrack.com%2ficp%2frelay.php%3fr%3d48467914%26msgid%3d666044%26act%3dKESI%26c%3d544964%26destination%3dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.provhouse.org%252F%26cf%3d2511%26v%3dac80898daa71cc3d9724d1b26b171f586232d61df769c50d11647bf6246cd7ba&c=E,1,7b8L-s92ZInSAK84nxsBzRRk8XewTBDS388ZcAeYB14NRArOUL9zT9pRTKbpHV6Kvzjed9CS7vnZIszpJEjsk_5QCpQ26ajDLEjw91CnIfKU81zXzdbCL54o0w,,&typo=1
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The Finance Office met this week with the state audit team conducting the 2021 audit. 

The annual audit was completed by an independent public accountant (IPA) for the last 

ten years. However, in Ohio, once an IPA has audited a single public entity for ten years, 

the State brings that audit back in-house and completes it with staff auditors. Learn 

more in Finance Director Vern Blaze’s Weekly Report for January 7, 2022 here.   

 
Family New Year’s Dance Party 

The Community Services team hosted the 
City’s first-ever Family New Year’s Eve Dance 
Party on December 20 from 4-5:30 PM to 
welcome in 2022. The celebration was split 
between the Civic Center and Fieldhouse to 
accommodate social distancing.  
 
Families enjoyed dancing to the tunes of D.J. 
Dave and playing games. Light refreshments 
were served, and children were excited with 
the popping of “champagne” bottles and 
toasting of glasses after the countdown to the 
new year at 5 PM. 
 

Many parents said this was the only New Year’s party they would be attending due to 
concerns about the health crisis, and they hope that the City will offer it again next year! 
 
 
  

 

 

 

https://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/departments/finance/finance_report_-_weekly_.php#outer-822
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If you know someone who would like to subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Updates, 
please ask them to email their name to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org. 
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